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SMcClain, J., Brett. (2007), Restoration Inscriptions and the Tradition of Monumental Restoration.
Volume One. PhD diss., University of Chicago, Department of Near Eastern Languages and
Civilizations, p. 11.
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UPM 1, 596597 ; Clére J.J. und Vandier J. (1948), Textes de la Premiére Période Intermédiaire et de
la Xleme dynastie (BiblAeg 10), Bruxelles 44 ; Daressy G. (1908), “Stéle d’un prince Antef,” in :
ASAE 9, 1908, 150 ; Grallert, Bauen — Stiften — Weihen. (2001), ADAIK Ag. Reihe 18,2, Berlin, 684;
Landgrafova R. (2011), It is My Good Name that You Should Remember, Prague, p. 32.

’Habachi, L. (1985), Elephantine IV. The Sanctuary of Heqaib (Text and Plates). Archidologische
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Zabern, p.29.
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SLesko L.H., A Dictionary of Late Egyptian, 71; Thesaurus Linguae Aegyptiae. (n.d.). Hist.-biogr.
Texte Dyn. 18 — Kéonigliche Stelen — Amenhotep Il — Stele aus dem Totentempel des Merenptah (Kairo,
CG 34025), sog. "Bauprogramm-Stele" (Textfeld 13). Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie der
Wissenschaften & Sédchsische Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Leipzig. Retrieved from
https://thesaurus-linguae-aegyptiae.de

16Siesse, J. (2022), « The Late Middle Kingdom Stela Louvre N 196 = C 42 from the Louvre Museum
», dans Miniaci, Gianluca ; Grajetzki, Wolfram (dir.), The World of Middle Kingdom Egypt III (2000-
1550 BC): Contributions on Archaeology, Art, Religion, and Written Sources, London, Golden House
Publications, (Middle Kingdom Studies (MKS) 12), p. 305-312, p. 307 note 9; Wegner, J. (2021) ;
Cahail, Kevin M, King Seneb-Kay's tomb and the necropolis of a lost dynasty at Abydos, Philadelphia,
PA, University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archacology and Anthropology, (University Museum
monograph 155), p. 203; Siesse, J. (2020), « Montouhotep-Resséneb : un gouverneur oublié
d'Eléphantine du milieu de la XIIIe dynastie », Bulletin de la Société francaise d'égyptologie (BSFE),
202, p. 36-54, p. 50 note 52; Siesse, J. (2020), « Les stéles du Moyen Empire a Abydos. Osiris et les
chapelles mémorielles de la "terrasse du grand dieu" », Egypte, Afrique & Orient, 98, p. 33-44, p. 39-
40, fig. 10 ; Connor, S. (2020), Etre et paraitre. Statues royales et privées de la fin du Moyen Empire et
de la Deuxiéme Période intermédiaire (1850-1550 av. J.-C.), Londres, Golden House Publications,
(Middle Kingdom Studies (MKS) 10), p. 111 note 501.

7 https://collections.louvre.fi/ark:/53355/c1010022816. (Last Access 25/4/2025).
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of Ancient Egypt, New York, p. 93-94.
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Ryholt, Kim S. B. (1997). The Political Situation in Egypt during the Second Intermediate Period,
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Restoration Texts in Ancient Egypt During the Second Intermediate Period
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Abstract

The Second Intermediate Period is considered one of the most obscure and complex eras in the
history of ancient Egypt, due to the political unrest and the disintegration of central authority
that characterized it. This period also suffers from weak official documentation and a scarcity
of inscriptions and texts compared to the preceding and subsequent eras. The difficulty of
dating this period becomes even more pronounced when addressing restoration and
reconstruction activities, as most of the available information comes from scattered references
in a limited number of inscribed stelae, with no comprehensive architectural records or official
administrative archives.

In this context, the present study seeks to shed light on a selection of rare textual testimonies
that document restoration activities during the Second Intermediate Period. These texts serve
as a gateway to understanding the interaction between religion and politics in a time of division,
and represent a serious attempt to fill a historical gap whose details largely remain neglected.
The preservation of religious and architectural structures at the time went beyond mere
maintenance—it was a strategic tool to re-establish royal legitimacy and reinforce the
connection with sacred powers, especially amid political rivalry between rulers in the north
and south.

The aim of this study is to highlight the role restoration activities played in reinforcing Egypt’s
cultural and religious identity during this critical period. This is achieved through the analysis
of a set of ancient Egyptian texts containing explicit or implicit references to restoration work,
with a focus on the terms used, their meanings, and how they were employed in a context that
reflects an effort to restore balance and maintain civilizational continuity in the face of disorder.

Key Words: Restoration, Second Intermediate Period, Ancient Egypt, Inscriptions.
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